
 

"Coequal goals" means the two goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring,  

and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shall be achieved in a manner that protects and enhances the unique cultural, 

recreational, natural resource, and agricultural values of the Delta as an evolving place.”  

– CA Water Code §85054 

 

WR P1 (23 CCR section 5003)  

Reduce Reliance on the Delta through Improved Regional Water Self-Reliance 

 

(a) Water shall not be exported from, transferred through, or used in the Delta if all of the following apply: 

 

(1) One or more water suppliers that would receive water as a result of the export, transfer, or use have failed to 

adequately contribute to reduced reliance on the Delta and improved regional self-reliance consistent with all of the 

requirements listed in paragraph (1) of subsection (c); 

(2) That failure has significantly caused the need for the export, transfer, or use; and 

(3) The export, transfer, or use would have a significant adverse environmental impact in the Delta. 

 

(b) For purposes of Water Code section 85057.5(a)(3) and section 5001(j)(1)(E) of this Chapter, this policy covers a 

proposed action to export water from, transfer water through, or use water in the Delta, but does not cover any such action 

unless one or more water suppliers would receive water as a result of the proposed action. 

 

(c) (1) Water suppliers that have done all of the following are contributing to reduced reliance on the Delta and improved 

regional self-reliance and are therefore consistent with this policy: 

 

(A)Completed a current Urban or Agricultural Water Management Plan (Plan) which has been reviewed by the 

California Department of Water Resources for compliance with the applicable requirements of Water Code 

Division 6, Parts 2.55, 2.6, and 2.8; 

(B)Identified, evaluated, and commenced implementation, consistent with the implementation schedule set forth in the 

Plan, of all programs and projects included in the Plan that are locally cost effective and technically feasible which 

reduce reliance on the Delta; and 

(C)Included in the Plan, commencing in 2015, the expected outcome for measurable reduction in Delta reliance and 

improvement in regional self-reliance. The expected outcome for measurable reduction in Delta reliance and 

improvement in regional self-reliance shall be reported in the Plan as the reduction in the amount of water used, or 

in the percentage of water used, from the Delta watershed. For the purposes of reporting, water efficiency is 

considered a new source of water supply, consistent with Water Code section 1011(a). 

 

(2) Programs and projects that reduce reliance could include, but are not limited to, improvements in water use 

efficiency, water recycling, stormwater capture and use, advanced water technologies, conjunctive use projects, local 

and regional water supply and storage projects, and improved regional coordination of local and regional water supply 

efforts. 


